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LINCOLN COUNTY
Property Tax Abatement and Appeals Procedures
Overview
Property owners are encouraged to review their annual property assessments, including land, building values, and exemptions.  By law, abatement requests must be submitted within 185 days of the tax commitment date.  The Board of Assessors may only grant abatements within 365 days of that date.
If you believe your property is overvalued or contains assessment errors, you may request an abatement.  However, disagreement alone is insufficient; you must provide credible evidence that the assessment is incorrect.
Grounds for Abatement
Valid reasons include:
· Assessed value significantly exceeds market value
· Assessment is inconsistent with similar properties
· Clerical errors in the assessment
Invalid reasons include:
· Inability to pay taxes
· Disagreement with tax rates or budget decisions
· Increase in assessed value from the previous year
Refer to the Maine Revenue Services Property Tax Division Bulletin No. 10 for detailed guidance.
Submitting an Abatement Request to your Municipality
· Understand the Law: Review state guidelines and gather supporting documentation.
· Consult the Municipality’s Assessors’ Agent: Discuss your concerns and request guidance on evidence requirements.
· Verify Property Data: Review your property card for accuracy and request corrections if needed.
· Compare Valuations: Use the town’s valuation book to compare your property with similar ones, considering all relevant factors.
· Supporting Evidence May Include:
· Recent record of sale of the property or comparable sales
· Licensed appraisal
· Income and expense data (for income-producing properties)
· Surveys or other documentation disputing town records
Submit the Application for Abatement to your town office within 185 days of the commitment date.
· State of Maine Application for Abatement
Municipality Review Process
· The Assessors’ Agent presents your request to the Board of Assessors within 60 days.
· A decision is issued within 60 days of application receipt.  If not, the request is considered denied.
· Approved tax abatements are processed by the Tax Collector.  Denied requests may be appealed.
Appealing to the Lincoln County Commissioners
If denied, you may appeal to the Lincoln County Commissioners within 60 days from the decision or denial by the Municipality Assessors.  
Submit a complete Lincoln County Tax Abatement Application with:
· Copy of current year’s tax bill and previous year’s tax bill
· Municipal abatement application Lincoln County Tax Abatement Application.
· Photograph(s) of property
· Written denial from the municipality
· Any other documents that support your application
Incomplete applications may be rejected. The property owner bears the burden of proof.
Appeal Process:
· A hearing is scheduled within 60 days of receiving a complete application (an extension may be issued
· Both parties, the Property Owners and the Municipality, will present their cases under oath.
· A written decision is issued within 30 days of the hearing.
Further appeals may be made to the Superior Court of the State of Maine within 30 days of the County Commissioners’ decision.
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